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Field Notes 
This is Alyssa Pacy and today’s date is Wednesday July 29, 2009   
 
I’m with Iris Fanger at University Hall at Lesley University in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts to discuss her tenure at Lesley University.  This is our first 
interview. 
 
This recording will be deposited in the Lesley University Archives at Lesley 
University, in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
 
Thank you, Iris for agreeing to do this. 
 
Collector:  Alyssa Pacy 
Informant:  Iris Fanger 
Date of interview:  July 29, 2009 






Notes:   
Questions:   
A.) Background 
a. What year were you born? 
b. Where were you born? 
c. Where did you grow up? 
B.) Education  
a. Where did you go to undergrad? 
b. What did you study 
c. When did you graduate? 
d. Where did you go to graduate school? 
e. What did you study? 
f. When did you graduate? 
C.) What did you do prior to your arrival at Lesley 
D.) Arrival at Lesley University 
a. What was the year span of your tenure – arrival and departure 
b. Why did you come to Lesley? 
c. What was your first position? 
d. Where was your office located? 
e. Can you describe what the school was like then?  
E.) From our prior conversation (2/24/09) 
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a. Arts Institute 
b. Arts in Education – creating the core curriculum 
c. Play Makers 
i. Theatre Troupe 
d. Summer institutes 
e. Paolo’s performances 
f. Outreach 
i. Colorado 
g. Guest Speakers? 
h. John Cage and Merce Cunningham performance 
i. John Parker – Mabel Foundation, Boston Foundation, Cambridge-
based foundations 
F.) Can you talk about the personalities that stick out to you? 
G.) What were your various positions at Lesley University? 
H.) What was the classroom environment like? 
I.) What were the students like? 
J.) What kinds of classes did you teach? 
K.) Do you know any stories from the old days?  
L.) Do you know of any traditions? 
M.) Were there any other programs that you began? 
N.) Transition to Margaret McKenna 
O.) Why did you leave Lesley? 
P.) Can you talk about the work you have done since you left Lesley? 
Q.) Various newspapers 
a. Boston Globe critic 
b. Boston Herald 
c. Patriot Ledger 
d. Phoenix 
R.) Random Questions 
a. Who do you admire professionally or personally? 
b. Can you think of any event or person who has really influenced 
your professional life? 
c. Your personal life? 
d. If you could do anything now at Lesley, what would you do? Why? 
e. Do you have a favorite story from Lesley?  
f. Do you like your job? 
g. What lessons has your work at Lesley taught you? 
h. What do you think is special about Lesley?  What makes working at 
Lesley different than working at other institutions?  What is different 
about going to school at Lesley rather than other institutions? 
i. What do you think about working here for half of the school’s 
existence? 
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j. Why did you get the chances you did at Lesley and others don’t? 
k. What is the legacy of your philosophy (or the philosophy of Lesley) 
that will be transmitted to the next generation?  What should be 
preserved? 
 
